
New American Library will publish 
Roy Cohn’s autobiography, which re- 
portedly had been turned down by sev- 
eral publishers who liked the book but 
not Cohn . . . Jackie Susann has un- 
successfully tried to break her contract 
with Bernard Geis Associates over a 
barb by a second Geis author, David 
Slavitt, the former Newsweek book 
critic. Slavitt was quoted in McCall’s as 
having said, “When I think of her, I 
think, If she could do it [the best-sell- 
ing ‘Valley of the Dolls’], why can’t I? 
Then I think, But if she could do it, 
why should I?” Miss Susann tried to get 
Geis to break its contract with Slavitt. 
When Geis refused, Miss Susann threat- 
ened to break her contract. She 
owes Geis two novels, the first 
of which is two drafts done, with .three 
drafts to go. It’s called “The Love Ma- 
chine.” Slavitt is writing under his 
pseudonym, “David Sutton” (“He uses 
a pseudonym on his popular novels, his 
real name on his poetry and fine arts 
books,” says Geis),. “a popular novel” 
about a Broadway-Hollywood actor and 
his daughter. “When I think of her, I 
think. If she could do it, why can’t I? 
Then T think. But if she could do it, why 
should I?" “Valley of the Dolls” has 
sold over 300,000 copies in hardcovers; 
Bantam’s paperback edition comes out 

I on July 4, at $1.25 . . . The Manchester 
contretemps prompted the Kennedys to 
cancel a book of never-before-published 
family photographs and personal memor- 
abilia assembled by a socialite friend of 
Robert Kennedy . . . Random House is 
publishing two books on the role of the 
university in the cold war; at least one 
of them will attack Random House’s 
textbook division. 

Advertisements for “Erotica Judaica” 
will carry the headline, “. . . Why Is This 
Night Different From All Other 
Nights?”, and the copy line, “This is the 


first documented account of the signifi- 
cant role that sex played in the devel- 
opment and destiny of the Jews. Who 
would have guessed?” . . .From BOOKS / 
December ’65: “Look for Clive Barnes 
to be named drama critic of The New 
York Times.” . . . Andre Pieyre de Man- 
diargues’ “The Tide” in the April issue 
of Evergreen Review may be the most 
pornographic story to appear in a mass- 
circulation magazine in this country: 
Baby,” I said to Julie very tenderly, 
“baby lamb, I want you to enjoy this, I 


, Decide for Yourself: 

With all the zeal of a convert, I would 

this btr 9 ” everybody no+ fo bu y 

—The New York Times Book Review. 




— Chicago Tribune. 


Bead „ Medium is lhe M *»ge " 

PJW McLuhan and Quentin Fiore, $10.95- Random 
House hardcover edition. $1.45 Bantam Books paperback 


have a salt lick for you that any lamb 
would love Random House is 

getting into the pamphlet business, 32- 
page bursts on events and ideas that 
can't wait for the bookbinder . . . Burry 
Samte-Marie has set to music the sec- 
tion from Leonard conen s "joeauti- 
ful Losers” that begins, “God is alive. 
Magic is afoot. God is alive. Magic is 
afoot. Magic is alive. Alive is afoot. 
Magic never died. God never sickened 

At musical festivals, jazz devotees 
spend the most money on concessions, 
folk singer devotees spend the least (an 
average of 0.3 cents each) . . . Victor 
Wey bright, who made a million dollars 
as the head of New American Library: 
“How do you pick a book to publisn? 
It’s like you choose a yearling at Sara- 
toga. Does it look good and can it run?” 
... Judy Collins: “The Japanese are 
hot for girl folk singers.” Sne’ll do a 
three-week tour de force of Japan in 
May . . . The Globe Theatre blew up in 
1613 when a cannon exploded during a 
production of Henry VIII . . . Barbara 
Garson says that the real theme of 
“MacBird” is, “Don’t jump on the RFK 
bandwagon,” but the RFK character is 
heavily applauded during and at the 
end of each performance . . . Deleted at 



the last moment from “The Medium is 
the Massage” was the caption under 
Louis Carroll’s pot-smoking caterpillar: 
“Alice D. in .Wonderland.” 

Hildy Parks, wife of Alexander Cohen, 
the Broadway producer: “There are 
civilians and then there are people who 
work in the theatre.” . . . Julie Motz, 
Miss Julie Motz, who will watch you, 
dig you, stalk you, and record you on 
film (BOOKS/February, Variety, Time, 
Wall Street Journal, New ^ork Daily 
News, and maybe, just maybe, if she can 
find someone who will let her watch, dig, 
stalk, and record him on film — and pay 
her for it — and maybe, just maybe, The 
New York Times. Sunday Magazine, 
which wants a reporter to report Miss 
Julie Motz watching digging, stalking, 
and recording on film), feels like George 
Plimpton did in “Paper Lion,” when he 
mysteriously' dropped to the ground 
without anyone laying a hand on him. 

The way things are going, they’ll be 
filming my starvation scene and they’ll 
be making money out of it.” . . . Talking 
about George Plimpton, if he had thought 
of it, the working title for his football 
story would have been, “Are You Run- 
ning With Me, Jesus?” . . . Humphry j 
Osmond tells how the word “psyched- 1 
elic” came to be: “It came from a dis- | 
cussion between Aldous Huxley and . 
myself in which he sent me a little line, 

‘To make this mundane world sublime , 

Take half a gram of phanerothyme / 
and I wrote back, 

‘To sink in hell or soar angelic, i 
You’ll need a pinch of psychedelic. 1 11 ' 

Eric Hoffer, the true believer: “The 
Negro revolution is a fraud. It has no 
faith in the character and potentialities 
of the Negro masses. It has no taste for 
real enemies, real battlegrounds, and 
desperate situations. It wants cheap 
victories and the easy way.” . . . This is 
Robert Sherrill on LBJ in “The Acci- 
dental President”: “Why do we find 
him such an insufferable and dangerous 
fellow? . . . the man is not likeable . . . 
he is, in fact, treacherous, dishonest. 


manic-aggressive, petty, spoiled and 
above all, accidental . . . Come, let us 
admit it together: we do not like Lyndon 
Johnson . . . why [has] such a success- 
ful politician always been such a miser- 
able failure at the one basic job of a 
politician: Appealing to people ... he 
has never risked going into the heart of 
a slum . . . We would not be glad that 
he was [assassinated], but not many of 
us would personally feel his going ... 
During the 1964 Democratic convention, 
a top official of one of the national net- 
works was surprised to receive a per- 
sonal telephone call from the President 
himself. The message: ‘Get your god- 
damn cameras off the niggers out front 
(the Mississippi Freedom Democratic 
Party pickets protesting the seating of 
the Mississippi white delegation) and 
back on the speaker’s stand inside, 
goddamn it’ . . . My purpose in writing 
this primer,” writes Robert. Sherrill, “is 
to help others enjoy Lyndon Johnson.” 
The New York Times and United 
Press International won’t release for 
publication their pictures, made in 
1964, of Dr. Jose^M. R. Delgado, a sci- 
entist, stopping a bull by radio signals 
to fine wire electrodes implanted in tbe 
bull’s brain. In a new book, “Were We 
Controlled?”, published by Lyle Stuart’s 
University Books, it is suggested that 
Lee Harvey Oswald may have been 
similarly controlled. Oswald spent more 
than a week as a patient in the Soviet 
Union’s Behavior Control Project in 
Minsk, and the book presents \ the pos- 
sibility that a miniaturized radio re- 
ceiver, smaller than a man’s tiny shirt 
button, was placed in Oswald’s cerebral 
region. “Oswald was a completely ef- 
ficient human tool . . . subject to ‘con- 
trol’!” . . . A recent sermon at New 
York’s Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church: “How to love people you don’t 
like.”. . . . Grey, one of the big ad agen- 
cies, has discovered that one of its sec- 
retaries stole $30,000. ... If he stops 
worrying about his bellybutton and his 
next film, Fellini will visit the U.S. “to 
see what the kids are doing.”. . . A small 
publisher working on “the true story” 
of Adam Clayton Powell is getting 
scared and may never publish the book. 

. . . Dick Cavett, the new comic, is a 
Yale graduate, handsome, skinny, and 
often mistaken for Twiggy. . . . The New 
York World Journal Tribune, which last 
month published an exclusive three-part 



interview with Mrs. John F. Kennedy, 
probably will not publish Robin Douglas- 
Home’s kiss-and-tell article on Mrs. 
Kennedy to which it had exclusive North 
American rights. Douglas-Home had 
often been a house guest of the Ken- 
nedys. 

Donald Barthelme has no idea where 
he got this idea in his new novel, “Snow 
White,” to be published next month: “It 
was a fine Olivetti 22, that typewriter, 
and the typewriter girls put it under 
their skirts. Then George wanted to 
write something on it while it was un- 
der their skirts. I think he just wanted 
to get under there, because he likes 
Amelia’s legs. He is always looking -at 
them and patting them. ‘What are you 
going to write under there George?’ ‘I 
thought perhaps some automatic writ- 
ing, because one can’t see so well under 
here with the light being strangled by 
the thick wool, and I touch-type well 
enough, but I can’t see to think, so I 
thought that. . .’ ‘Well we can’t sell this 
typewriter if you’re typing on it under 
Amelia’s legs, so come out of there. And 
bring the carbon paper too.’ . . .” But 
Donald Barthelme does know the ger- 
mination of this idea from “Snow 
White” : “And why are there no in-flight 
movies in shower stalls, as there are in 
commercial aircraft? Why can’t I watch 
Ignace Paderewski in Moonlight Sonata 
through a fine mist? That was a pic- 
ture.” The idea germinated when the 
Barthelmes bought an extremely hand- 
some red and yellow shower curtain in 
Bloomingdale’s and had over for dinner 
one night Roger Angell of The New 
Yorker and his wife. The Angells dis- 
covered the extremely handsome red 
and yellow shower curtain in the Bar- 
thelmes’ bathroom, and invited in the 
Barthelmes, and they just sat around for 
a while admiring it, talking about it, 

and touching it. They agreed it was the 
finest shower curtain they’d seen. Bar- 
thelme, says his book editor, a long-time 
friend, has an imagination unlike others. 
“He spends a lot of time in despair 
... he broods a lot . . . he’s not alien- 
ated ... he knows what’s going on . . . 
he makes experimental writing impor- 
tant ... he writes just as he sees 
things.” Many people believe that the 
only valid observation in Tom Wolfe’s 
memorable, unfortunate two-parter on 
The New Yorker last year was that its 
editor had the good sense to publish 
Donald Barthelme. 


DONALD BARTHELME TOSSES 
A QUIZ INTO THE MIDDLE OF 
“SNOW WHI1E," AND ELICITS A 
RESPONSE FROM A READER OF 
"THE NEW YORKER," IN WHICH 
THE YARN FIRST UNWOUND. 


Questions: 

,1. Do you like the story so far? 

Yes (/ No ( ) 

■2. Does Snow White resemble the 
Snow White you remember? 

Yes ( ) No (yj 

3. Have you understood, in reading 
to this point, that Paul is the 
prince-figure? Yes ( ) No <vf 
.4. That Jane is the wicked-step- 
mother-figure? Yes (v*TNo ( ) 

.5. In the further development of the 
story, would you like more emo-r 
\ ^jtion ( ') or less emotion ( )? 0O — 
* 6. Is ; there too. much blague in the - 
narration? . ( ,) -Not enough 
Hague} ( ) 0/5 £. 

7. Do you feel that the creation of 
new modes of. hysteria is a viable 

’ undertaking for the artist of to- 
- day? Yes (/ No ( ) 

8. Would you like a war? Yes ( ) 

No (/ 

9. Has the work, for you, a meta- 
physical dimension? Yes ( ) No 


10. What' is it (twenty-five words or 
less) r THSae Aftk fteo Mitu o n 
fef »M the naaRLO or rHftg g 


AaJB WfftR MOT 

GrOlj4& TO ' 

Crive. nr to 


11. Are the seven men, in 

your view, 


adequately characterized as indi- 
viduals? Yes ( ) No ( ) 

12. Do you feel that the Authors 
. . Guild has been sufficiently vigor- 
ous in representing writers before 

, the Congress in matters pertaining 
to copyright legislation? Yes ( ) 

No Qoo.i 

13. Holding in mind all works of fic- 
tion since the War, in all lan- 
guages, how would you rate 'the 
present work, on a scale of one to 
ten, so far? (Please circle your 
answer ) 1 2 3©5 6(2)8 9 10 ? 

14. Do you stand up when you read ? AA 

Lie down? (/) Sit? (^)EAT 

15. Ifryour opinion, should human be- 
ings have more shoulders? (■'/} T - 
Two sets? ( ) Three? ( )■ 


Everyone’s Into Snow White. Andy 
Warhol is making a film version of the 
classic; 13 guys live with his Snow 
White, who’s played by a stunning Ne- 
gro actress. A clip made for backers’ 



auditions shows “Snow White” inter- 
viewing the guys. . . , Louis Nizer is 
Joeing sued by his' former agent for al- 
legedly breaking an agreement on sale 
I of his second book. . . . Jean Carper’s 
“Bitter Greetings, The Scandal of the 
Military Draft,” coming April 24 from 
Grossman Publishers, reveals that the 
suppressed Pentagon report on draft re- 
form, never released to the public, be- 
cause of the Vietnam escalation, con- 
firms that an all-voluntary army is com- 
pletely feasible, yet this report and its 
findings are not being considered dur- 
ing the current draft hearings. . . . Rod 
Thorpe, whose “The Detective” floods 
the paperback market next month, is 
writing a new novel, “about the relation- 
ship of a man’s mind to reality, but 
it’s not the story of a man sitting alone 
in a room.” Thorpe’s been living in Eu- 
rope, where he’s continued his good 
Ipck in blackjack and roulette, “but 
horses are still my problem.” On Jackie 
Susann, Thorpe: “She’s brought the Hol- 
lywood call girl to book publishing, and 
just don’t want it.”. . . Simon & 
Schuster decided not to distribute Paral- 
“Graffiti”: Too many dirty words. 
Scrawled in an East Village men’s room: 


“We are the people our parents warned 
us about." . . . Trie wind’s in trie wrnows; 
pass it on. 


A giant giant giant giant adver- 
tising agency is lining arils is, Writers, 



Howard nugnes n Jfcrugues wur agree to 
be interviewed ior a mograpny of 
nugnes mat smart plans soon to puu- 
irsn . . . Severn Harden, me rumuest 



. . . Vvnen they learneu oy a puone can 
from me ponce mat uieir rong-mne 
Thursday mgnt poKer partner Laurence 
.terarnan nad ueen murdered in ins 
luxury Mannattan apartment, me four- 
some Kept playing . . . me sierra uiuo 
is publishing a oook illustrated "with low 
fidelity pictures, as bad as a box camera, 
mediocre mm and drug-store processing 
can make them.” 

Its advertising agency submitted, and 
Crown, the publisher, initially agreed to 
publish an advertisement witn me neau- 
Lne, "A runny thing happened to me 
Jews on tne way to the gas ovens," ior 
tne book, "They rpugnt Jback," aoouc 
tne Jews’ underground war agauist 
Hitler. An overground war at crown 
produced a new headline, "nn unex- 
pected thing happened on the way to me 
gas ovens James Jones revives 

in “Go to the Widow-Maker” the pro- 
bability that Columbus was Jewisn. ne 
writes: 

Grant hesitated delicately, then made 
his voice cheery. ‘'Your wife's Jamai- 
can t” 

“Yeah,” Bonham said immediately arid 
without reservation. “But she’s very 
light.” He drove on a way before he 
added, “She’s Jewish axly. Mostly.” 
Then after a moment he again added: 
“Columbus gave most of Jamaica to 
his relatives. So it was mainly them, 
the Jewish, who were the first settlers.” 
(It is widely accepted that Columbus 
came of the Genoese Colon family, which 
■ was Jewish. Columbus’ city of origin was 
never mentioned in Spain, and he and 
his brothers were always referred to as 
natives of Castilian soil.) 

Edgar Rice Burroughs claimed that 
after two of his Tarzan Specials, “you 
will beat yourself on the chest and go 
roaring into the jungle”: 

2 ounces bourbon 

1 ounce water 

5 drops angostura bitters 

2 tsp. simple syrup 
1 cube ice 

Pour into old-fashioned glass and stir; 
squeeze lemon peel over top and garnish 
with thin slice of orange and a maras- 
chino cherry. aaaaaaiiiiiEEEEEEaaaaa 
iiiiEEEEEyyyyyeeeeOOOOWWwww 
Bosley Crowther blasted it and the 
New York Daily News gave it only two 
stars and most of the audience feels 
that Auto Preminger owes them their , 
money back, but this is the way the 1 * 
Amsterdam News reviewed Auto’s lat- 



